
To: Bend Neighborhood Associations Land Use Chairs 

From: Summit West Neighborhood Association Board of Directors 

Date: January 20, 2022 

Re: House Our Neighbors Proposed Amendments to the Bend Development Code 

Project Number:  PLTEXT20210835 

The Summit West Neighborhood Association is receiving questions from community members about the 
Sounding Board to House Our Neighbors’ proposed amendments to the Bend Development Code.  The 
working draft as presented does not have an executive summary of the changes being proposed.  Its 
format is creating significant confusion and frustration among the owners concerned that the City is 
going to make major changes to zoning and parking restrictions. 

The results of the Sounding Board’s community survey, as presented at the board’s November meeting, 
made it explicit that Bend residents are extremely concerned about expanded permanent parking 
options, large shelters in residential neighborhoods, removal of parking requirements and many more of 
the Sounding Board’s ideas.  It isn’t clear from meeting minutes what, if any, of this community feedback 
was considered in the formulation of the proposed amendments. 

Like most Bend neighborhoods, our Summit West neighborhoods are starting to become homes to 
people experiencing homelessness, and like everyone in Bend, we want safe, warm housing for these 
folks – we don’t think a car is a humane place for anyone to live. 

On behalf of our neighborhood association, our Board Chair requested at the January 5, 2022 City 
Council meeting that the Sounding Board provide, well in advance of the next working session: 

 A one-page summary of the proposed development changes, so we can more broadly distribute 
the plan; 

 A one-page summary of the results of the community survey, so we can understand how our 
neighbors feel about the proposed options; 

 A one-page summary of housing options considered and rejected by the board; and 
 A commitment to incorporate community feedback now that the draft has been presented. 

As of this date, the requested summaries have not been provided. 

To help our neighborhood association members and the other Bend neighborhood associations better 
understand the proposed amendments to the Bend Development Code to house our neighbors, the 
Summit West Neighborhood Association Board of Directors prepared its own summary of the changes, 
as follows. 



 The City will remove barriers for the development of shelters and other types of transitional 
housing for people who lack housing in all Comprehensive Plan designations, except Industrial 
General (IG). 

 Shelters (group shelters, outdoor shelters and multi-room shelters), which are currently allowed 
conditionally, or not allowed, in residential zones will be allowed outright in all residential zones. 

 Shelters will be allowed in all commercial, mixed-use, light industrial and public facility zones. 
 Shelters will also be allowed in the following Overlay Zones and Special Planned Districts: 

Northwest Crossing, Dean Swift, Medical District, Murphy Crossing, Central Oregon Community 
College (COCC), Juniper Ridge, Stone Creek, Bend Central District, Discovery West, Petrosa, 
Treeline, Easton and Stevens Ranch. 

 The use of a motor home, recreational vehicle, travel trailer, tent, or similar device as a dwelling 
unit is allowed and it’s not subject to the Bend Development Code. 

 There is no minimum off-street parking requirement for temporary shelters or hardship housing. 
 Shelters may provide toilet and handwashing stations through the use of portable units. 
 Group shelters, outdoor shelters, multi-room shelters and temporary shelters may be located on 

the same site (“colocation”). 
 Uses and structures that are not in conformance with the provisions in this section of the code, 

but that were lawfully established prior to the adoption of this code, are considered a permitted 
use. 

The City of Bend will hold a “virtual” Planning Commission Worksession on Monday, January 24, 2022, at 
5:30 p.m. and a “virtual” Public Hearing on Monday, February 14, 2022 at 5:30 p.m., regarding the 
proposed amendments to the Bend Development Code to house our neighbors.  Attendance 
instructions will be posted at www.bendoregon.gov/government/committees/planning-commission 
prior to the worksession.  Comments may be provided in writing prior to the worksession.  Comments 
should be directed to the staff reviewer, Pauline Hardie, Senior Planner and include the project number.  
Those who would like to provide public comment on the record should send one email to the following 
three email addresses: 

Council@bendoregon.gov 

Cityplanningcommissionall@bendoregon.gov 

Phardie@bendoregon.gov 


